
literally means 

"people of the land" or the heathen. 

They were viewed as religiously 

negligent Jews, who either did not know 

the scribal laws, or who, knowing them, 

were indifferent to their observance.

Am ha'aretz (עם הארץ)

Am ha-arez (eretz)

1

...ignoramus, uneducated, boorish, indifferent.



among the pledges of the "CHaberim" 

when joining their fellowship were vows 

to never be the guest of an am ha-arez  

to never entertain one unless the 

unclean visitor, the am ha-arez, 

leaves his cloak outside (it may be unclean)
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never sell an am ha-arez any products 

or buy from him anything that could 

legally be subject to impurity 

 never perform purifications before 

praying in an am ha-arez presence
3

never travel in the company 

of an am ha-arez



one rabbi described the kind of 

girl a good Jew might marry said 

"let him not marry the daughters 

of the am ha-arez, for they are 

loathsome, and their children are 

abominations, and of them the 

scriptures say "cursed is he who 

lies with any manner of animal..."
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Talmud



another rabbi said "it is lawful to stab 

(not slaughter) to death an am ha-arez on 

the Day of Atonement..." (Yom Kippur)
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Talmud
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Talmud
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The Haberim believed that they themselves 

were the last hope of Israel and that if they 

only lived good enough lives then God 

would reward them by sending the Messiah.

For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by 
works, so that no one can boast. -Ephesians 2



The Haberim also speculated that the 

reason why the Chosen people of Israel 

had been conquered by Rome was that 

God was punishing Israel because of the 

unfaithfulness of the am ha-arez.
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am ha-arez that God’s 
punishment enters the world...”

”it is only because of the  



"the hatred of the amme ha-arez 

for the learned class is greater 

than the hatred of the Gentiles 

against Israel, and the hatred of 

their wives exceeds theirs..."

It's not surprising that the contempt of the haberim 

was returned in kind by the amme ha-arez.  

One rabbi said: 

10



"the hatred of the amme ha-arez 

for the learned class is greater 

than the hatred of the Gentiles 

against Israel, and the hatred of 

their wives exceeds theirs..."

It's not surprising that the contempt of the haberim 

was returned in kind by the amme ha-arez.  

One rabbi said: 

11



Rabbi Akiba related: "when I was an amme ha-

arez I used to say 'I wish I had one of those 

scholars, and I would bite him like an ass.' His 

disciples asked, 'you mean bite him like a 

dog?' Akiba replied 'a dog's bite breaks the 

skin, an ass's bite breaks the bone.'" 

Such was the hatred of the  

amme ha-arez for the haberim.
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Such was the hatred of the  

amme ha-arez for the haberim.



They had been told their 
entire lives that God hated 
them and that they had no 

hope of ever going to heaven.

Jesus and most of his followers 
were Am ha-arez... lower class Jews 

who were considered to be
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-Psalm 69:29

untouchable. 

-Psalm 69:28
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Am ha'aretz (עם הארץ) 



Thomas was am ha-arez, a lower class 
Jew. He had been told his entire life that 
God hated him... and that he had no 
chance of ever going to heaven. 
That's why Thomas was surprised when 
Jesus told him that there was a place of 
honor waiting for him in God's house.
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Of course, Thomas then wanted to know how 
to get to God's house. Jesus told him that he 
was the highway that would get him there. 
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20

Viewed this way, this statement made to 
Thomas, who was a socially untouchable 
outcast, was intended to include him and 
was not intended to exclude him. 



HODOS = 
ROAD
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Jesus was 
the true 
road who 
led to life 

& to 
heaven



Roman roads (HODOS) were built 
to allow two chariots to pass each 
other going in opposite directions.

HODOS = ROAD
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Jesus promised that HE, 
and only he, was going 
to  personally get 
Thomas into heaven.

INCLUSIVE not EXCLUSIVE
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Think about it. Who 
else in Thomas' life 
could he rely on to 
get him there? 



And this is what Jesus meant 
when he told Thomas that he was 

the true highway to heaven...

Were the Pharisees going 
to get Thomas into 

heaven? No.  
The Saducees? No.  
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Jesus was the only 
one. The only way.



The only problem? 
Thomas may not have 

realized that before  
you can go to heaven  
you have to die first.
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"WOE unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, HYPOCRITES... FOR YOU SHUT UP THE 
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN AGAINST MEN... 
...THEY BIND HEAVY BURDENS and GRIEVOUS to be borne, and lay them on  
men's shoulders... 
WOE unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, HYPOCRITES... you DEVOUR WIDOW'S 
HOUSES... you shall receive the greater damnation... 
WOE unto you, ye BLIND GUIDES... You FOOLS AND BLIND... 
WOE unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, HYPOCRITES! You... have omitted... 
JUDGMENT, MERCY, and FAITH... 
You BLIND GUIDES, which strain out a gnat, and SWALLOW A CAMEL. 
WOE unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, HYPOCRITES... within they are full of 
EXTORTION AND EXCESS... 
WOE unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, HYPOCRITES! You are FULL OF DEAD 
MEN'S BONES, and ALL UNCLEANESS... and HYPOCRISY and INIQUITY... 
WOE unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, HYPOCRITES!... you are the children of 
them which KILLED the prophets. FILL YOU UP then the measure of your fathers. 
You SERPENTS, you GENERATION OF SNAKES... you KILL AND CRUCIFY... you 
SCOURGE in your synagogues... Behold your house is left unto you DESOLATE"!!

Matthew 23

Jesus’ comments about the CHaberim...
...the upper caste Jews


